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THE MYSTERY IN THE UPPER ROOM
John Fourteen
The world is rushing headlong into a major crisis, and
this crisis looms larger each successive day. It seems
inevitable at the present moment, and according to the
experts, there is no way to avert it. Perhaps, this is a very
trite introduction which has become hackneyed because
at present it is being overworked. Most assuredly no one
will accuse us of crying, "wolf! wolf!" when there is no
"wolf." This opening statement is like the beating of the
tom-toms in a primeval jungle and which is growing
louder each increasing moment and thereby coming
closer. A h ead-on collision is come, and we are being
warned to prepare for the worst.
Who is responsible for sounding an alert to this sleepy
generation and for turning in a three-alarm fire warning
of the coming conflagration of civilization? The states
men of the world are one group.
Winston Churchill said, "Time may be short."
General Douglas MacArthur said, "We have had our
last chance."
It has been reliably reported that the State Visa De
partment of our own Government said to one faith mis
sion board applying for visas for their missionaries, "You
people in the church need a public relations or publicity
department to step up your missionary efforts. You are
going about it as if you had plenty of time. We give you
only three more years."
Ex-Governor Earle of Pennsylvania in a speech not
long ago said, "The world stands on the brink of total
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destruction. At least 90 percent of all Americans now
living will be killed by atomic bombs within five years."
The Truman committee in its report entitled "Survival
In Air Age" stated, "Atomic war will start on, before, or
at least by January, 1953."
General Eisenhower said, "Without moral regenera
tion throughout the world there is no hope for us, as we
are going to disappear one day in the dust of an atomic
explosion."
Read the words of General L. R. Groves, head of the
first atomic experiment, "Impending doom cloaks our
world today."
Another group who have sent out ominous warnings
and distress signals with flares that have lighted up the
intellectual heavens are the scientists and educators.
Dr. Wm. Urey said after the war, "I am a frightened
man and I want to frighten you."
The bulletin of the atomic scientists, issued after their
meeting in the summer of 1949, had as its heading, "It is
4 Minutes to 12." In other words, they had revised their
first report issued immediately after World War Two in
which they gave the world ten years before another major
world crisis; they shifted the crisis closer and set the date
for 1952. Any prophetic student of the Bible who sets
dates in any such manner would be labeled a fanatic, and
properly so. Dr. Adolph Keller had previously said, "It
is five minutes to twelve in the history of the world."
The late Dr. Charles Beard, American historian, wrote,
"All over the world the thinkers and searchers who scan
the horizon of the future are attempting to assess the
values of civilization, and are speculating about its
destiny."
Dr. Wm. Yogt, in the Road to Civilization, wrote, "The
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handwriting on the wall of five continents now tells us
that the Day of Judgment is at hand."
Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler, ex-President of Columbia
University, said, "The end cannot be far distant."
The world is faced with the frightful prospect of total
destruction. Man is now capable of making life im
possible on this little planet. The awful truth is beginning
to dawn upon the consciousness of thinking men that
man is not only capable of doing this, but that he is mean
enough to do it. This is not according to the idyllic dream
of evolution. By now, according to this idyllic hypothesis,
man should be arriving in the Elysian fields of a man
made Utopia which he has created on the ruins of a
jungle ancestry. Something has happened to the "best
laid plans of mice and men," and the entire scheme has
gone into reverse. Man is beating a sad retreat back to
the dark ages and to the heathenism of the jungle. There
stands out in its stark hideousness the awful truth of the
Bible concerning man that he is a fallen creature in
rebellion against God. The total depravity of man is a
doctrine that this day has declared by its actions. Man
is preparing to write Q.E.D. after the Bible proposition
that "All have sinned and come short of the Glory of
God."
Mr. David Lillenthal is reported to have said, as he
came out of a meeting of the committee on atomic energy,
that a benevolent Creator will not let man destroy him
self. That sounds like a frightened man who has looked
into the abyss and has indulged in wishful thinking.
Although leaders from all walks of life have expressed
themselves in no uncertain terms relative to the coming
world crisis, the pulpit has been strangely silent. Perhaps
in the past, some of the Bible teachers did cry "wolf"
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and there was no "wolf." In this dark and drastic day, it
seems cowardly for the pulpit to remain silent for fear
of being called fanatic. It might be well to quote Mr.
Kenneth De Courcy, editor of "The Review of World
affairs," which is one of the best informed magazines:
"Is the world heading towards physical disintegration
as a result of an atomic war? If the Church is going to
remain silent on this subject, then we shall fail. The
human family is at its most critical hour of need. The
prophets, upon whom we so greatly rely in the case of the
first Advent, have a vast amount to say about the drama
of the human story. We should be unwise no doubt to
play about too much with dates and times, though the
prophet Daniel tells us that there will be clearer under
standing of the details of the things he had to say at the
time of the end, and therefore, towards the time of
Christ's second coming. We thus have scriptural authority
for thinking that we shall know more clearly the meaning
of the prophets in this connection.
"I think the time has come when, without becoming
fanatics or sensationalists, lay people should, after a
period of prayerful thought and humility, search the
Scriptures afresh for instruction as to the future crisis
of the human story and that we should not be afraid
boldly to proclaim the one thing which all the prophets
foretold and of which the creeds speak in a sense, and of
which the whole Communion Service constantly reminds
us: Namely, that Christ, who came the first time in
humility, is to return again in glory. I greatly dislike
beating about the bush. I do not see what object is served.
The men in white apparel, of whom we read in the first
chapter of Acts, clearly said that the same Lord Jesus,
whom the disciples saw go up to Heaven at His glorious
8

ascension, was to come in like manner. Like manner
means like manner, and I do not know why the Church
does not boldly and triumphantly proclaim it, especially
at a time like this.
"I am constantly irritated by theologians telling me
that St. Paul and others believed that Christ's second
coming was going to be in their day. A more remarkable
thesis I have seldom heard. St. Paul went out of his way
to tell his correspondents and to correct the impression
which was already prevalent then, that he had no such
opinion. All he did was to proclaim the fact that one day
the blessed Lord would return as He had promised. He
never said that he thought it would be in his time, though
it was always a blessed hope, and rightly so, and we were
enjoined to regard it as the blessed hope, but St. Paul
particularly corrected the impression that foolish men
still say he created.
"But there is great evidence to suggest that we are now
fast approaching the time when, unless the days are
shortened, no flesh should live. No one can deny this.
That being the case, I think that we should with prayer
and humility search the Scriptures and proclaim the
truths which they reveal to a perplexed and troubled
world. What a grand and blessed hope it is that the
human race will not in fact end bedrenched by atomic
attacks, but whatever fearful ordeals we have to go
through first, the whole story will in fact end with the
breaking of the everlasting dawn, and a period of supreme
blessedness and mighty dominion for our God and His
Christ upon this planet and for this human race."
Surely, the Scriptures are not silent on the subject of a
coming world crisis. It is coming, and the foundation
stones of Scripture cry out concerning it. The first writer
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of the Bible mentioned it, and the last book of the Bible
affirms it. A time of great trouble is predicted and the
Bible develops this theme as it does all important ones.
Moses mentioned a coming great tribulation in Deuter
onomy 4:30, 31:
"When thou art in tribulation, and all these things are
come upon thee, even in the latter days, if thou turn to
the Lord thy God, and shalt be obedient unto His voice;
(For the Lord thy God is a merciful God:) He will not
forsake thee, neither destroy thee, nor forget the covenant
of thy fathers which He sware unto them."
Moses gave only an intimation, but he declared that
there was a time of tribulation coming in the latter days.
This subject of the great crisis is developed throughout
Scripture. The book of Revelation fans this theme out in
all of its lurid details; there the coming judgments upon
man, with their attendant effects upon nature, are im
pressive. The trees, grass, animals, fish, waters of the
rivers and sea, and the very air that we breathe are to
be affected. Read the effects of an atomic explosion to
gether with the book of Revelation and note the striking
parallel.
The book of Revelation is like a great Union Station
where trains come in which have originated elsewhere in
Scripture, and unless you know something about the
origin of the "train" and from where it came, you have
difficulty with the book; but if you are able to take the
book of Revelation and to follow the "trains" back to
where they originated and then to see them come into the
Union Station, it makes sense. That is the reason why a
great many people do not understand Revelation. They
try to study it first, but you must remember that God put
it last in the Bible; therefore, He evidently meant for us
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to study it last. It is the "Union Station." Let me illustrate
this.
You can go to Chicago-they call this metropolis the
railroad hub of America- I was there some time ago
and you could see the trains coming in from all parts
of this country. For instance, you could stand there in the
station and a train from New York City would be an
nounced. Then, you could see the people getting off and
my, how business-like they looked with their brief cases;
they were well dressed, and out after business. A train
from Florida would be announced next as it came into
the station. The passengers would get off, and how sun
burned and worn out those people looked who made the
mistake of going to Florida instead of to California. You
stand there, and in a few moments another train is an
nounced, this time from the Northwest; these people have
come down through Minnesota where they encountered
snow and a blizzard. They get off with warm overcoats,
still shaking the snow out of their beards. They walk
through the station, and you understand because you
know from whence they came. Then they announce a
train from California. Now, these were a happy lot of
folk that got off that train because they have come from
the land of sunshine, flowers, oranges, and smog. These
people got off, and you must know something about
Southern California to be able to interpret the happy
look that was upon the faces of these folk. You see, you
must know the point of departure and the route of each
train to interpret its arrival.
And thus, when you stand in the book of Revelation,
you'll see a "train" come in, and you should know from
whence it comes if you are to interpret it. One of the
"trains" that comes into this "Union Station" is the Great
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Tribulation period, and may I say, it comes in like a
storm. It comes in like a Texas tornado, bringing with it
all of the darkness, judgment, and wrath of God.
This great crisis is coming to this earth- the Bible has
declared it. Contemporary thought merely confirms it.
The Lord Jesus Christ Himself talked about it, and He
blocked it off in history so that you and I can answer the
question-"When shall these things be?", because there
are people today who think that we are already in the
Great Tribulation. You may be sure that we are not in
this period at present. This we may confidently affirm
from the lips of our Lord. First of all, He identified it as
a brief period which likely conforms to the 70th week in
Daniel 9. He asserted that, "except those days be shorten
ed, there should no flesh be saved." Then, He assured us
that those days would be shortened. This statement gives
us some indication likewise of the severity of this period.
This great crisis is further blocked off as being un
paralleled in history either before or afterward:
"For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not
since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor
ever shall be" (Matthew 24: 21). Surely, the present
hour can be duplicated many times in history as to trouble
and crisis. That day will need no commentary or herald
to announce its appearance and identify its presence. All
will say, "This is it!" Most assuredly, we can say that
this great crisis has not arrived.
Jeremiah identified it as "the time of Jacob's trouble."
Other's associated it with the "Day of the Lord" as it pre
cedes the setting up of the Kingdom and ushers in the
millennial reign of Christ. One reference will suffice to
illustrate this factor:
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"Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm
in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land
tremble: for the day of the Lord cometh, for it is nigh
at hand;
"A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds
and of thick darkness, as the morning spread upon the
mountains: a great people and a strong; there hath not
been ever the like, neither shall be any more after it, even
to the years of many generations" (Joel 2:1, 2).
Joel marked it as a day of "darkness and gloominess,"
and may I say that this great day of the Lord that is
coming will begin in darkness. That is the way God's
day began in Genesis. The very first day-Scripture
says, "the evening and the morning were the first day"
it began in darkness and then came to light. That's God's
method. This was the Hebrew system of marking off
days. They began at sundown. Likewise, that great day
of the Lord that is coming will begin in darkness, but it
will move into light. And, there is one thing the Scripture
has to say,"-Weeping may endure for a night, but joy
cometh in the morning." The hope of the world is the
second coming of Christ, but that event is preceded by
this great crisis.
The second coming of Christ is mentioned 1518 times
in the Bible-over 300 times in the New Testament alone.
My beloved, this is the great hope-the pulsating hope.
Surely, today we can say with that great saint of the
middle ages, Bernard of Cluny:
"The days are very evil,
The times are waxing late,
Be sober and keep vigil;
The Judge is at the gate:
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The Judge who comes in mercy,
The Judge who comes with might,
To terminate the evil
And diadem the right."
Is the coming Great Crisis the prospect of the church?
Is this the "hope" of the believer-the great crisis that is
ahead of us? Is that the "hope" of the church? May I
say to you, "No! A thousand times no!" That is not the
hope of the Church, and the Church is not going through
this time of crisis at all. The Church is to be delivered
from this time; it will not enter it.
I wish that we had space to dwell on this phase of our
subject, but I am just going to mention to you, without
any amplification, only a few of the reasons why the
Church will not go through the Great Tribulation period.
1. First of all, the body of believers (which constitutes
the true Church) has been saved from judgment. Heed
me now very carefully-"He that heareth my word and
believeth on Him that sent Me hath everlasting life and
shall not come into 'judgment,' but is passed from death
unto life." My friend, when you put your faith and con
fidence in Jesus Christ, you've been delivered from all
judgment; you've been given a perfect salvation--one
that makes you complete in Christ-something that can
not be added to at all. This "so great salvation" saves to
the uttermost, and the sin question never comes up be
cause Christ bore all the penalty . That included the Great
Tribulation.

2. The second reason why we are not going through
the Great Tribulation is because it would minimize and
underestimate the grace of God. You know, the grace
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that delivers us from the judgment of sin in the past is
the same grace that is going to save us from any judg
ment that is coming.
Now, I hear people say this-"the Church ought to
go through the Great Tribulation-it needs it-it ought
to be purified-it deserves it." My friend, may I say to
you quite reverently, if you and I got what was coming
to us, we would get Hell, but thank God for His grace!
It saves us from Hell, and it saves us from the Great
Tribulation that is coming upon this earth.
3. If the Great Tribulation began and the Church re
mained on the earth, only a small fragment of the Church
would pass through this crisis. Only a very small num
ber of the Church remain on the earth today; most of
the Church have passed through the door of death. For
nineteen hundred years, saints have been marching to the
grave, and only a very small segment of the Church
could possibly go through the Great Tribulation period.
Therefore, when you say that the Church must go
t hrough the Great Tribulation, you should understand
that most of the Church has already missed it.
4. When the Great Tribulation begins, we see in
Revelation the One who is at God's right hand, your
intercessor and mine, move to the place of judgment; and
if the Church did remain on earth, at the very moment
when she needs a great intercessor the most, He has
removed Himself and she no longer has one. That is
incredible and unscriptural.
5. And then, we find that those who are in the Great
Tribulation pray for vengeance. That is contrary to the
spirit of the Church. It is all right for those saints who
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are concerned with law and justice to pray for vengeance,
but not for us. We are told to pray for those who despite
fully use us. The Tribulation saints can ask for justice
to be done, but you and I, like Stephen of old, should
say today, "Lord, lay not this sin to their charge," which
is the same spirit that our Lord manifested.
These then are some of the reasons why the Church
is not going through the Great Tribulation period.
The question then arises, what is the prospect of the
Church today? To what can believers look forward? Well,
the answer is in the Upper Room. Let's hasten up into
the Upper Room and listen to the Lord Jesus because He
is going to tell u s something that He hasn't told us before
hand. He is going to tell us something that hasn't even
been revealed in the Old Testament; it is something that
is altogether new and different. Paul called it a mystery.
You see, when they came together in that Upper Room,
they were troubled, and already the Cross-the shadow of
it-had fallen athwart that little group. Already, these
men were feeling the pressure of hatred from the outside,
and sin was knocking at the door demanding its "pound
of flesh." Evil was there trying to crash the gate, and those
men were afraid. Darkness was coming in through the
crevices and the keyhole. The Devil was the uninvited
guest, but he found a welcome in the heart of one. The
Lord Jesus began by saying, "Let not your heart be
troubled. Ye believe in God, believe also in me" (John
14: 1), and, my friend, even in these dire and dark days,
the only thing that is going to enable you to live trium
phantly is a living faith in Christ. I am more and more
convinced of this in my limited ministry and as I come
in contact with people.
I said to a business man in Los Angeles the other day
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who says that he is not a Christian-and the thing is
about to cave in on him, "Brother, I don't see how you
live. I'd go crazy today if I were not a Christian. I don't
see what hope you have; I don't see what prospect you
have; I don't see, my friend, what you have if you don't
have Christ." The only hope today is this, "Let not your
heart be troubled. Ye believe in God, believe also in me."
Then, Christ says, "In my Father's house are many
mansions." And I want to stop here for just a moment.
What is the Father's house? Well, the Falher's house, as
I understand it, is this great universe in which our planel
is only a little speck of dust. I do not know about you,
but I love to go out at night and to look up-that is, when
you can see up-and I like to look at the starry spaces
and as I look at the starry spaces, I like to think that He
made those-my Saviour made them-and that's His
house! I do not know how you feel about it, but I'll tell
you how I feel-I do not believe that you and I live in
a vacant universe. I think that God has this entire uni
verse peopled with created intelligences. I don't think that
He has an apartment for rent anywhere; I think that this
universe is inhabited with created intelligences.
We have every reason to believe that this little earth on
which the cross was raised is the stage today. We are told
in the Scripture by Paul that we are made a spectacle for
angels, and again, "seeing we are compassed about with
so great a cloud of witnesses." And, I believe, that the
eyes of the created intelligences in God's universe are
fixed on this little earth on which we live. You and I
live in a universe and it's the Father's house, and He
says, "In my Father's house are many mansions."
I don't know whether you like the term, mansion, or
not; I don't! For years I lived in a Presbyterian manse;
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that's a short form for "mansion." It is called a manse.
My experience has been to live in some that were big and
uninviting. I lived in one when I first entered the ministry
in Nashville; this one had fourteen rooms, and every
room was large. On a clear day, you could see the ceiling
in some of the rooms. And, I was single at that time. I
rattled around in there like a walnut in a barrel. You
know, that has been my experience--to live in great big
manses-and as far as I am concerned, if the Lord will
just give me a little California bungalow when we get
over there, it will suit me; I don't care for a mansion.
And I'm happy that "mansion" is not the word that He
really used. He says, "In my Father's house are many
'moné'-'abiding places'." There are many abiding places.
Again, my friend, when we look out at this universe, we
are looking into the Father's house, and it is filled with
many of these abiding places.
Now, listen to Christ-He says, "I go to prepare a place
for you. If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and receive you unto myself." The Carpenter of
Nazareth, who was a carpenter down here, is preparing a
place for those that are His Own up yonder; that is the
entire theme of this Upper Room discourse. You will
recall that in this Upper Room discourse He is speaking
to His Own in a very intimate way. He always goes
beyond His death, His burial, and His resurrection, and
He constantly speaks of going back to the Father. In
the sixteenth chapter He says, "I have come forth from
the Father and am come into the world. Again I leave
the world and go unto the Father." He makes reference to
returning to heaven 39 times, and here you see Him
mentioning this. He says, "I am going back to the Father
and if I go back to the Father I am going to prepare a
place for you."
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Will you listen again very carefully to me? He is pre
paring a place for His Own which is off of this earth.
That's the thing that is new; that's something that had
never been told men before. If you read the Old Testa
ment, you will find that it sets forth an earthly hope. It
promises that down here there is to be a kingdom, which
is universal. The true ecumenical movement is in the
Old Testament. This earth is again to be another Eden
and man is to be blessed down here on it; that's the hope
of the Old Testament. This earth was created for eternity.
I had a question that recently came to my question
hour on Wednesday night-"Why is it that so little is said
about heaven in the Old Testament?" The reason is
obvious-the hope was down here on this earth. Heaven
was here. That was the hope given to the Old Testament
saints. For them, there was a great prospect down here on
this earth, and that was the hope held out to them. The
Israelites are an earthly people. Now, Christ is talking
about taking those that are His Own in the church away
from this earth. May I put it like this: the hope of the
Old Testament was horizontal; the hope of the Church is
perpendicular. The Old Testament is earthly; the New
Testament is heavenly.
He is to keep His Own in the world in the Old Testa
ment; He is to take His Own out of the world in the New
Testament. He says, "I'm corning again; I'm going to
receive you unto myself and take you to the prepared
place that you might be with me forever." The Lord Jesus
gave this great fact and that is the blessed hope of the
Church. We today are not looking, and I repeat, we are
not looking, my friend, for the Great Tribulation-we
are looking for the Lord from Heaven.
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"Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appear
ing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ."
(Titus 2: 13)
There is another great passage that deals with the hope
of the Church in 1 Corinthians the fifteenth chapter, the
fifty-first verse. The Lord Jesus spoke of the fact and here
you have something else added-the time element, or the
method by which this thing is coming to the church.
Listen: "Behold, I show you a mystery." A mystery in
Scripture is one of those stories where the "crime" is not
solved until the last chapter. It is not a "whodunit" of
the radio. The mystery that He mentions here is a sacred
secret. That's the best word for it, and it means something
that has been hidden in the past but is now revealed. Here
He says, "Behold, I show you a mystery; we shall not
all sleep"-that is, we will not all die--"But, we shall
all be changed." Paul said in substance--"We are all to be
raised and we are all to be changed." The necessity for a
new body has theological implications. The old body,
which is subject to sickness and death, dominated by the
old nature, and marred by the ravages of sin, is no fit
vehicle for a heavenly eternity.
Another explanation for the necessity of a new body
came to my attention recently from an unexpected
quarter. It is significant that the unprecedented events
and findings of the present hour have made the Bible take
on new meaning. This Book of antiquity, which the critic
considered outmoded, has again become modern and
timely. The book of the month becomes back-dated, but
the Book of ages is ever new and is more up-to-date
than a jet air-liner. The finest commentary on the Bible
for me is not Mathew Henry or the Pulpit Commentary,
but is the extraordinary events and discoveries of the
20

moment. The Bible is clothed in new meaning for me
each successive day that I live.
Recently, I read an account that a group of men, who
have been specializing on the development of the rocket
for interplanetary transportation, met in an eastern city
to discuss some of the problems in connection with getting
homo sapiens beyond the gravitational pull of this planet.
It appears that these problems are multitudinous and
complex. The real problem is to keep man alive after he
leaves his natural habitat. Our bodies are adjusted for
living on this planet under very favorable circumstances.
For instance, man is adjusted to meet the pull of gravity.
When he gets beyond the earth's pull, there will be noth
ing to keep him right side up, and the metabolism of the
body, which depends upon a downward pull, must be
compensated for in some other way. An arm extended in
space will not drop by the side of the body as it does now;
it will remain in suspension. When the gravitational pull
and the atmospheric pressure are removed, it is possible
that man may pop like popcorn or expand like an inflated
balloon. With the removal of atmosphere, it would be im
possible to hear anything. The eyes are adjusted for a
very hazy earth; when all the fog and smog are removed,
man's eyes cannot bear the bright rays of the sun. These
are some of the minor complications which the experts
faced. There would probably be other unforeseen diffi
culties that would arise. These would have to be antici
pated. You might just as well cancel your proposed trip
to the moon this year, and plan on attending some good
Bible conference.
After reading the account of the meeting of the experts,
and after seeing how difficult it would be for man to live
in this present body anywhere but on this earth, I turned
21

again to 1 Corinthians 15:51 and read, "we shall all be
changed." Now, I see an added reason for being changed.
When the Lord removes the believers from this earth to
meet Him in space, they must be equipped with a body
which is accommodated to the heavenly environment.
The fact that both the living and the dead will be
changed is further enlarged upon by Paul in this Corin
thian passage. This will take place "in a moment." The
Greek word for moment is an extremely interesting one
at present. It is "atomos," which means simply something
which cannot be cut into two parts. "Tomao" means "to
cut." The alpha, which is placed first in the word, always
has the tendency to change the meaning of the word to the
reverse. "Atomao" means "not to cut." Scientists gave the
name, atom, to the elements of chemistry because they
thought at that time that these were the smallest particles
of matter. How wrong they were as the very name that
they chose indicates! What irony it is to call this the
atomic age! The atom needs a new name.
Paul said that Jesus is coming in an "atoma." It is so
sudden and takes place so quickly that it cannot be
divided, into even a beginning or an ending of time. You
cannot say that there He comes because by that time He
will already be here.
This same thought is suggested by the next phrase, "in
the twinkling of an eye." I read an article the other day
on the meaning of the twinkle of an eye. It was not
profound, but it was written by a Ph.D. It dealt with such
questions as just what is a twinkle-the closing of the lids
of the eye or the opening, or both. At any rate, the time
element is very rapid.
A man, who is not a Christian, has been coming to my
services for several years. He professes to believe that
22

Jesus is coming some day. He recognizes that he needs
Christ as Saviour, but he is postponing the making of a
decision until the hour that Christ arrives. There are
multitudes who believe that they will have time for
decisions and who believe that some warning will be
given them so that they might turn to God and to Christ.
The whole tenor of this passage is that when Christ comes,
destiny is determined and it will be too late for any man
or woman to make a decision. It will happen so suddenly
that the unsaved will be taken entirely unawares, and
candidly, I believe that the most ardent premillennialist
will be taken off guard.
The message for you, my wisaved friend, is that it
will be too late for decisions when Christ comes. His Own
will be removed suddenly, and you will be left here to
face the great crisis which is to come upon the earth. Men
are considered intelligent who take out insurance even if
they are healthy. "Now is the accepted time." "Today, if
you will hear His voice."
There is one final passage that we should consider in
connection with the great mystery which Christ gave to
His Own in the Upper Room. This is the very familiar
and classic one in 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18. One excerpt
will suffice for our present purpose. In verse 16 it begins,
"For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump
of God." In the past, God sent angels, and man was
honored by their presence. God also sent Moses, priests,
prophets, and kings. The next time that He has anything
for this earth He is coming in person. His approach will be
heralded by a trio. Now, I enjoy good music, especially a
good quartette. For the past few years, I have had several
good quartettes to assist in the radio program, but frankly,
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I am waiting to hear this heavenly trio-the shout of the
Lord, the voice of the archangel, and the trump of God.
Just as the Corinthian passage gave the time aspect of
His coming for His Own, so does the Thessalonian passage
give the method and manner of the rapture, with added
details. ". . . and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then
we which are alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in
the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord." These
words parallel the words of Christ given in the Upper
Room in John 14. There for the first time He introduced
the disciples to this new hope. Through Paul He ampli
fied this aspect of His coming for His Ovvn. He told them,
"that where I am, there ye may be also." Paul, after
adding much detail, concluded, "and so shall we ever be
with the Lord." This is the pulsating hope for the church.
The world is headed for a great crisis, but the church has
something better to anticipate. The Lord revealed it to
His Own in the Upper Room. Let Him reveal it to us as
we see the storm clouds gather.
Enoch must have seen many things that indicated that
a judgment of God was coming, but the flood was not his
hope. He was translated; God took him.
The Rapture had been the blessed hope of the church
down through the centuries until liberalism "knifed" it,
as it did all the great truths of the faith. Some sterile
conservatives, who are travailing to be recognized as
scholars, have chilled toward this virile hope. It was
preached and believed in the past. This is the day that
should declare it from the house-tops, in no uncertain
terms.
I remember hearing a story that came from my South
land. It was back in the 19th century that stars fell on
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Alabama; it was the time of the great meteor shower,
shortly after the Civil War. On the night of the meteor
shower, near Montgomery, Alabama, a fine Christian
negro man woke up and saw the fire works in the sky.
He woke his wife excitedly and exclaimed, "Wake up,
Liza! The end of de world is come. Git up an' dress the
chillun in their Sunday best. I'se goin' down to de
cemetery, and when ole Massa come up out of de groun',
I'll git him and we'll come by and git you and the
chillun, and then we'll all go meet de Lord in the air!"
His theology was accurate even if his account is a little
too graphic for this sophisticated day in which we live.
Where did he get such accurate theology? In the South
there were slave galleries in most ante-bellum churches,
and there were men in most of the pulpits who preached
the whole council of God. This negro had heard the great
truth of the Lord's coming for His Own. This is still the
hope of the hour.
Let us return to the Upper Room. If we had time to
follow through in this familiar and favorite chapter, we
would discover that the Lord set a pattern that all of His
apostles followed. He did not give this truth without first
making a very personal and practical application. He
talks about the life that Christians are to live down here,
in view of His "up-calling" of the Church. He mentions
the greater works that His Own are to do. They are to live
a life of unbroken fellowship, power in prayer, and obedi
ence to Him. All of this is to be done through the Holy
Spirit, Who is to indwell the believer. This is another
new feature revealed in the Upper Room, "for He (Spirit
of truth) dwelleth with you, and shall be in you." Would
these things be true in your life if He came today?
The Christian, who truly believes that Jesus is coming
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imminently, will keep busy. He will "serve the living
and true God; and ... wait for his Son from heaven." To
be busy, does not mean that He m u st find us preaching
and testifying. There are times that He would find us
resting if we truly are busy for Him. The import of all
this is sharpened to one point: are we dedicated to Him?
Is our life committed to Him?
The dedication of life and service to Christ has been
expressed so beautifully by Shadwell, the poet, who visited
the Bahamas, and in the cotton fields he found among
the poor black men and women a Christian courage that
fired the soul. These folk in the cotton fields had a right
understanding of the blessed hope: they had this blessed
hope, and I tell you, it's the hope that I want for myself.
Listen to this:
"There's a King and Captain high,
Who is coming by and by,
And He'll find me hoeing cotton when
He comes!
You can hear His legions charging,
In the regions of the sky,
And He'll find me hoeing cotton when
He comes!
When He comes! When He comes!
All the dead shall rise in answer to
His drums;
And the fires of His encampment star
the firmament on high,
And the heavens shall roll asunder when
He comes!
"There's a Man they thrust aside,
Who was tortured till He died.
And He'll find me hoeing cotton when
He comes!
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When He comes! When He comes!
He'll be crowned by saints and angels when
He comes;
They'll be shouting out 'Hosannah' to the
Man that men denied
And I'll kneel among the cotton when
He comes!"

Where will He find you when He comes? Will He find
you busy, or will He find you with your soul in rebellion
against Him?
Let me close with this story of Julian, the Apostate,
who lived in the fourth century. This man turned his
back on God. He led an army into Asia, and, they
captured there a little town. And in that town they took
a young man- a fine looking young man, and they found
out that he was a Christian. The soldiers of Julian, the
Apostate, began to persecute this young fellow. They
began to ridicule him and said, "Where's your Carpenter
now? Where's your Carpenter now?" And this young
fellow said, "He's making a casket for your emperor."
That word was brought to Julian, the Apostate, and it
made him angry . He had the young man struck down in
death right before his very eyes, but in the battle the
next day, t his man, Julian, was mortally wounded. As he
lay dying on the battlefield, he reached his finger down
in his own blood and flung it toward the sky and said,
"Thou hast won, O Galilean, Thou hast won." I tell y ou,
my friend, the One Who was the Carpenter of Nazareth
down here is preparing a place for those that are His
Own. Are you ready to meet Him? Are you prepared?
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"FAITH WITH WORKS IS ALIVE"
It was during the second World War that I was on my
way out to one of the defense plants in the southern
California area to speak to the men there at a noon
service. I had a gospel message tucked very neatly in
my mind, and I trust in my heart, to give to the men at
that time. However, on the way out, the incident of
Zacchaeus in the Gospel of Luke kept recurring in my
mind. Instead of thinking of the message which had been
on my heart to give, the story of Zacchaeus made an
impact on my mind. All of a sudden, like a flash of light
ning, something new penetrated my own heart relative
to this incident. Under the inspiration of having just
received a new truth, I spoke to the men at the noon
service on Zacchaeus instead of the prepared message.
The reaction to the message, and the results from it,
clearly indicated to me that this had all been of the Lord.
The importance of this incident in the life of our Lord
is that it affords an illustration of one of those difficult
texts of Scripture, James 2:20: "But wilt thou know, O
vain man, that faith without works is dead?" One of the
problems of the church has been to reconcile the positions
of Paul and James as to the place of "good works" in the
plan of salvation. I have always felt that if a Bible illus
tration could be found of this great truth that it would
help to identify the place of "good works" in the Gospel
of Grace. That is the new truth which had come to me
in the account of Zacchaeus. Those of us who belong to
the school that emphasizes the grace of God in salvation
are reluctant to speak at all of good works for fear of
complicating God's glorious grace. Nevertheless, we have
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recognized that all too often the practical aspect of "good
works" has been either soft-pedaled or ignored in our
presentation of the grace of God. It always seemed to me
that it was not necessary to soft-pedal "good works" in
order to put a mighty emphasis upon the grace of God.
The fact is that God saves without the "good works" of
man even entering into the picture--rather, that God
saves in spite of man's so-called "good works."
Now, let us turn to this record of Zacchaeus and see if
it will help us in an understanding and appreciation of
the practical aspect of the grace of God. "Jesus entered
and passed through Jericho." Jericho was the accursed
city, and customarily, the Lord Jesus would have by
passed it. He would have been justified in detouring
around this city of Jericho which had a curse upon it.
Instead of going around, He entered and passed through
the city. However, we do need to note that He did not
linger there, nor did He spend unnecessary time there.
He entered and passed through Jericho. The reason i s
obvious; there were those there who needed Him, and
what a picture it is of His entire mission and ministry to
this world. He came from Heaven's glory to this accursed
earth. He did not by-pass it nor go around it, but He came
directly and immediately to the cross in order that He
might save those under the curse of sin.
There were two blind men in Jericho who needed Him.
There was one blind man as He entered the city and one
blind man as He left the city. You may be puzzled at
the reference to a blind man as H e left the city. I refer,
of course, to Zacchaeus. Still you are at a loss to under
stand why I say he was blind. It is true that he did have
eyes and that he could see, but if you will read in Luke
19:3, you will see that he sought to see Jesus, who He
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was, and could not for the press because he was little
of stature. He had eyes, but they were too close to the
ground, and he couldn't get a place to see the Lord Jesus.
The entire incident rests upon the fact that he couldn't
see. Since this man, Zacchaeus, interests us in this inci
dent, let us see what the Spirit of God has said about him.
It is the policy of the Spirit of God to give a character
study with one flourish of the pen. There are three things
which are said about Zacchaeus, but these three facts tell
out his story, and what a story it is.
First of all, let us look at verse two of Luke 19: "And
behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus, which was
the chief among the publicans and he was rich." The
first statement concerning him is that he was named
Zacchaeus. The name, Zacchaeus, means "pure." Cer
tainly, his parents had high hopes for him when he was
born into the home. He was given this name which proved
to be so unlike him. Surely, there is satire here; I am sure
that his fellow-publicans made a great deal of his name.
In Southern California we have a famous gangster, or
more accurately I should say an infamous gangster, who
has been tagged by the newspaper reporters as "Snow
white." The name, "Snowwhite," no more belongs to a
gangster than the name, Zacchaeus, belongs to a publican.
Nevertheless, this was his name.
The second feature recorded about Zacchaeus is that
he was chief among the publicans. There are in the
New Testament two little men who were great sinners
Saul of Tarsus and Zacchaeus. Saul of Tarsus took the
name, Paul, which means "small;" that was the name
which he evidently chose to speak of himself, and yet
when he was writing of his life before the Damascus
road experience, he said that he was the "chief of sin33

ners." That is not an oratorical gesture, nor hyperbole;
Paul meant it because it was true. Jesus Christ and the
Church have never had an enemy any worse than Saul
of Tarsus; he was the "chief of sinners." And this man,
Zacchaeus, was a little man, but he was called the "chief
among the publicans," and publican and sinner are syn
onymous. Two little men in the New Testament were
chief among sinners.
A publican was a Jew who had sold out his nation.
He was a fifth-columnist. He was a Quisling who had
betrayed his people. He had not only turned his back
upon his nation, but it meant that he had turned his
back upon his religion, for Judaism was a national re
ligion. It meant, therefore, that he had turned his back
upon God. It must have been a very dark night when
this man, Zacchaeus, made a decision to become a pub
lican. He turned over in his mind, I am sure, both sides
whether he was "to go straight" or whether he was "to
go crooked;" whether he would be honest or dishonest.
That is a decision that comes to every man and to every
woman. Every man comes to the crossroads where he
must decide whether he will be honest or dishonest. Every
woman comes to the crossroads where she must decide
whether she will be pure or impure. And so this man,
Zacchaeus, one dark night-it must have been a dark
night-made a decision; he made a decision that he would
turn his back upon God, his nation, and his religion. He
had become a tax-gatherer, for that is what a publican
was. He would go over on the side of wrong, and as far
as he was concerned and as far as his nation was con
cerned, it was a decision for time and for eternity. Ap
parently, there was no way back for the publican.
The third identifying item about Zacchaeus is this34

that "he was rich." What a wealth of meaning is con
tained in these words! You see, a publican was one who
paid Rome a certain fixed sum for the privilege of collect
ing taxes in a prescribed geographical area, and the profit
that he made was the difference between what he paid
Rome and what he collected. Rome farmed out tax-gather
ing to those individuals who, because of their love for
money, were willing practically to betray their people.
And so this man had become rich. It tells a story of fore
closed mortgages on widows' homes and seizure of poor
men's property; it speaks of ill-gotten gains. You may be
sure of one thing, the average publican did not collect less
than he paid Rome, and Rome was not selling these areas
at bargain prices; so, this man had become rich in the
nefarious tax-collecting enterprise. Certainly, the fellow
citizens of Zacchaeus in Jericho had no misgivings about
him, for they said, when the Lord Jesus went into the
hom e of Zacchaeus, that He was gone to be guest with a
man that is a sinner. These are the three identifying
features of this man, chief of publicans, who lived in
J ericho!
One day word was passed along that the Lord Jesus
was coming through Jericho. It spread like wildfire, and
the crowds were electrified by the good news. They lined
the way . Apparently, the Lord Jesus never spent a night
there, and He never lingered there. Therefore, He passed
through hurriedly, and the crowds, wanting to see Him,
lined the way. Now, this little fellow, Zacchaeus, tried
to penetrate the crowd but was unable to do so. He
wanted to see Jesus; it was more than idle curiosity,
which is evident by the trouble that he went to in order
to see Him. That in itself tells another story. It is obvious
that this man, who had made a decision to become a
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publican, was a successful one according to the world's
standards. The standards of the world say that if a man
gathers all here and takes nothing with him after this
life, he is successful; if he gathers it all in the next world
and has nothing in this life, he is called a failure. That
was the philosophy of Tyre, and the philosophy of Baby
lon; it is the philosophy of Los Angeles; it is the phil
osophy of Chicago, and it is the philosophy of the world.
This man, Zacchaeus, had become wealthy. Wealth had
not brought satisfaction to his soul. I suppose that there
came into his heart many times a desire to go back to
God, but the way was blocked-he could not return.
Then one day a ray of light crossed his pathway. He
heard that this new Prophet, Jesus of Nazareth, had
chosen a publican by the name of Levi as one of His dis
ciples. That to this man, Zacchaeus, offered one ray of
hope in his otherwise very dark decision. Further word
was brought that He was receiving publicans and sinners,
and that gave to Zacchaeus a hope that he never ex
pected. Therefore, when it was announced that Jesus was
coming through Jericho, Zacchaeus at least wanted to see
Him. And so he made an effort, a great effort, to see
Him. It was not idle curiosity which prompted him to
such effort.
We read in verse four of Luke 19: "And he ran before
and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He
was to pass that way." There are many folk who do not
see any humor in the Bible at all. However, many of us
find the Bible filled with humorous situations. Here is
one of them. You must recall that Zacchaeus was a short,
little fellow and you must also remember that a syca
more tree has a slick bark and that it is always a long
way to the first limb. It must have been a very humorous
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sight to have seen this little fellow climbing up into the
sycamore tree, and getting a spot on the fifty-yard line,
so to speak, so that he might see. After he had finally
gotten up there and had himself concealed by the leaves,
the Lord Jesus came along, and when He had gotten
directly beneath him, He stopped and looked up. Now,
I do not know this, but I think that He looked up and
laughed, and I think that Zacchaeus laughed, and then
all the tenseness of the scene was broken. You m ust
recall that the Lord Jesus was human--oh, how human
He was in dealing with the human family! And when
He looked up, and I insert that He laughed (I don't
know that, and if you do not see it, just push it aside),
He said to him, "Zacchaeus, make haste and come down,
for today I must abide at thy house." That was like water,
cool spring water, on parched lips. That was the best news
that Zacchaeus had ever heard. No prophet, no man of
God, had ever been willing to stop to speak to Zacchaeus,
let alone enter his home, and so we read: "he made haste
and came down and received Him joyfully."
Again, I submit to you that this is another humorous
scene. Personally, I would liked to have seen this little,
short fellow sliding down that sleek, slick sycamore tree
that had so few limbs upon it. And I suppose that when
he did hit the ground that again there must have been a
bit of laughter, but in any case we are told that he re
ceived Him joyfully. A poor publican, who thought there
was no hope for him, was now received by the Son of
God, the Saviour of the world.
Then Zacchaeus with the Lord Jesus entered his home
and we read: "And when they saw it, they all murmured,
saying, That he was gone to be guest with a man that is
a sinner." Now, as far as I'm concerned, I would liked
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to have entered the home of Zacchaeus with the Lord
Jesus and to have seen what actually took place on the
inside. However, no word is given of the interview. The
door is shut in our faces, if you please, and no keyhole
reporter was able to see what took place, and the FBI
hasn't been able to give us any information. Certainly,
what took place was back of the "Iron Curtain," as far
as the record is concerned.
Time marched on-how much elapsed I do not know,
but all of a sudden the door opened, and something very
strange took place. Let me quote it to you because it's
startling, it's amazing: "And Zacchaeus stood and said
unto the Lord, Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give
to the poor; and if I have taken anything from any man
by false accusation, I restore him fourfold." I cannot
believe my ears! It seems incredible that this grasping
publican, who had made a decision against his religion
and against his nation, and who had become rich because
of his avarice and greed-the man who had been willing
to sell his soul for gold, now does a right-about-face and
says, "I'm going to give half of my goods to the poor and
I'm going to restore fourfold that which I've taken by
false accusation." And you may be sure that he's taken
something by false accusation.
We've come now to the very crux of our story. This
is the very focal point of the entire incident. Something
happened on the inside of that house. This man,
Zacchaeus, is a new creation. He is not the same publican
who entered it a little while ago. He now stands at the
door, and this man is different. You say to me, "How do
you know that he's different?" I know it by his works,
and I know by his works that he has a faith, a living faith,
in Jesus Christ. He called Him Lord, and no man calls
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Him Lord except by the Holy Spirit. Here is a living
illustration and a walking demonstration of the state
ments of James: "Even so faith, if it hath not works, is
dead, being alone." Again he said, "Show me thy faith
without thy works, and I will show thee my faith by my
works."
Now, let me repeat again, I do not have Zacchaeus's
confession of faith; I merely see the fruit of it. A secret
session took place on the inside and I know nothing about
it, and we know nothing about it because the Holy Spirit
has drawn a veil over this section. Ordinarily, every
personal interview that Jesus had is given in the gospel
record. This one is not recorded, and the reason is obvious;
it is to set before us an illustration of faith being demon
strated and exhibited by works.
Will you listen to Zacchaeus again, and will you look
more closely? Zacchaeus called Him Lord, and he is
right-about-face in his conduct. Now, the Lord Jesus said
something to him on the inside that brought the man to
this decision. What is it? Well, I can merely surmise. I
cannot know accurately. My account of the interview is
inferential, but, nevertheless, I think it is Scriptural. We
do have the record of the Lord Jesus in other personal
interviews. There are always two subjects that He dis
cussed with every individual with whom He dealt. He
always dealt with sin, and He always dealt with salvation.
Now, He did it in a tactful manner, but He always came
to grips with these two subjects. You'll note it: man's need
and God's ability. These are the two things that He
always stressed. You will find them in the account of
Nicodemus; Nicodemus was a religious and moral man,
but the Lord Jesus said, "Ye must be born again." He was
a sinner; he had a need-even the moral man did. And
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then, of course, He talked to him about God's ability,
about the Son of Man who must be lifted up.
Sin and Salvation were also the theme in the incident
of the woman at the well. The Lord Jesus talked to her
about her sin, and how tactful He was! And then He
talked to her about the fact that He was the Messiah.
You'll find also that this is the way in which He dealt
with the blind men and the way that He dealt with His
Own disciples. It was His method. Now, the question
arises, did He break the pattern here with Zacchaeus?
I think not. He spoke to Zacchaeus about the fact that he
was a sinner, and surely with Zacchaeus He didn't have to
dwell with that long. Zacchaeus would accept the fact
that he was a sinner without very much urging. And then
the Lord Jesus told him about His ability, and Zacchaeus
came to the door and said, "Lord." And he bowed to the
Lord Jesus; it is right-about-face with him; it is repent
ance and faith, for he said, "I now give half of my goods
to the poor and if I have taken ought from any man by
false accusation I'll restore fourfold." I say it again, I
can't believe my ears! This is the rascal, the sinner
publican, who is making this statement.
Let me affirm again, I do not know what they talked
about on the inside. The Holy Spirit has shut the door
in our face, if you please, and we cannot know accurately.
But we do know that in salvation God does it all. Christ
does it all-works do not save a man. Paul said, "For in
Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth anything nor
uncircumcision, but a new creation." The reason that
Paul got into difficulty with the Jews was not because he
said that Christianity was superior to Judaism. He didn't
say that circumcision has its place and is all right. He
didn't say that those things that men were doing in his
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day under Judaism were good. Paul said that before God
they were nothing, that they amounted to nothing; they
made no contribution to a man's salvation. That is what
set the bloodhounds of hate on his track, and they didn't
let up until they brought about his death. In other words,
it is the gospel of grace that causes difficulty even today
grace that says a man, when he comes to God, must come
as a sinner, as a beggar, bringing nothing and receiving
everything. That humbles man; it wounds man's pride,
because he wants to bring something, even it it is just
a cup of cold water-but these things make no contribu
tion to a man's salvation. Nevertheless, if a man has
received the gospel of grace by faith in Jesus Christ, that
faith puts him to work; that faith transforms his life. It
was Calvin who said, "Faith alone saves, but faith that
saves is not alone." How do I know that Zacchaeus be
lieved in Jesus Christ? How do I know that he saw him
self a lost sinner and that he turned to Christ there in his
own home? I know it because faith without works is dead;
faith with works is alive.
God sees our hearts; He knows our faith. But, I cannot
see your faith; I can see your works, which is the fruit of
faith. I can only see the fruits of faith in the life of
Zacchaeus. Therefore, I know the root is there. This is the
difference between anemic faith and active faith; this is
the difference between a dead faith and a living faith.
This is the difference between spiritual synthetics and
realities. This is the difference between that which is
genuine and that which is false; this is the difference
between that which is counterfeit and that which is true.
Salvation is substitutionary, but there is no substitute for
salvation.
It is interesting to note that Zacchaeus did not come to
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the door and say, "I want to give my testimony: Jesus
saves and keeps and satisfies," and then the next day to
have gone back down to the tax-gatherer's office and to
have continued to rob people. That would have been
superficial and surface and synthetic. No, for him it was
right-about-face, and his faith was demonstrated by his
good works. There is nothing wrong with a testimony if
the testimony has a life to back it up. But, it is tragic today
to have people give testimonies who ought to be living the
life and who need to be tested.
Zacchaeus didn't come to the door and say that he was
going to join a certain local church; he didn't boast of a
denomination or of being independent. No, he demon
strated what the Scripture says, that we have been "cre
ated unto good works." We are "adorned with good
works," "careful to maintain good works," "zealous of
good works," and "a pattern of good works." Someone
has said that the Christian life is like a good watch-an
open face, busy hands, pure gold, well regulated, and
filled with good works.
There is something else that Zacchaeus did not say
when he caine to the door. He did not say, "I'm a funda
mentalist." Now, that covers a multitude of sins today.
Do not misunderstand me, it is important to be funda
mental in the faith, and I am confident of this-that
Zacchaeus was a fundamentalist, if that term does not
carry too much approbrium today. But, my friend, the
house of fundamentalism is in disarray. It is divided into
more different pieces than is a railroad restaurant pie.
The unforgiving spirit that is exhibited by many of our
brethren today does not commend our position. The
inability to confess our faults and to admit that there are
occasions when we are wrong is certainly to be deplored.
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The lack of humility prevents many of us from seeing
the other fellow's viewpoint. Pride is sometimes the domi
nant factor in our doctrinal position, and the work we are
doing, which motivates us to expand our energy, rather
than a zeal for the things of God. Herein is where the
great men of the past oftentimes make us look like
pygmies. This was called to my attention some time ago
in a rather peculiar experience.
The church I served in Pasadena, California, for nine
years had acquired a desk and filing cabinet which for
merly belonged to Dr. R. A. Torrey. The filing case was
an old style one with envelopes. There must have been
five hundred envelopes in this case. The case was pre
sumably empty, but one day I reached into the case and
took out an envelope by chance. There were two old let
ters in it. There were of a personal nature, and both were
written by Frank DeWitt Talmage. I read them, and
discovered something of the bigness of these men of
former days. Their bigness was revealed by their willing
ness to confess and correct a wrong. Surely there were
"giants" in the earth in those days. A brief excerpt will
reveal this trait which is so lacking in present day con
servative circles. The letter is dated January 2, 1900, and
begins like this:
"Dear Dr. Torrey:
"Today I am standing under the shadows of two
griefs; first that of Mr. Moody's death. Secondly, the
fact that I may have done you a very great in
justice ... "
Then he confesses the wrong and names it, which we
believe should not be done publicly even at this late date
so we will omit this portion of the letter, but insert two
more excerpts near the end,
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"If there is any way I can rectify the wrong, I will
gladly do so.... May the sweet spirit of him who has
gone make me more and more preach the gospel of love.
Yours with sorrow," signed, "Frank DeWitt Talmage."
Tears came to my eyes when I read these words which
had been hidden from the light for half a century. It was
interesting to see how far we had come by mid-century.
We retain the traditions of fundamentalism, but when
was the last time you have seen such a sweet, humble and
quiet confession of wrong?
Will you listen again to the publican, that hardened
sinner? He said, "Lord, half of my goods I give to the
poor, and if I have taken anything by false accusation
from any man, I restore him fourfold." The next morn
ing you could tell where Christ had stopped. You could
tell which publican it was who was trusting Christ. It
was Zacchaeus. And the way you knew-he didn't go
down to the office the next morning; he didn't open up
shop to continue to take from people that which was
wrong. It was right-about-face for him. He opened his
office to restore and to make right the things that were
wrong. That is the way we know that he was converted.
Now, there are two great principles that are in this
incident, and I should like to call your attention to them
as we conclude. First of all, Christ must first come into
a man's heart and life; that is the thing that is essential.
And He wants to come in; He wants to come in by faith.
He said, "Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy
laden and I will rest you." And "if any man be in Christ,
he is a new creation: old things have passed away and all
things have become new." That is the first thing that is
essential.
The second is, when Christ does come into the heart, a
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transformation is wrought. Zacchaeus never said anything
about giving half of his goods to the poor the day before
he climbed up into the sycamore tree. It was not until the
Lord Jesus had entered his home, and we may be sure
that He entered his heart. "If any man have not the
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his." There is a little verse,
a very familiar verse, that was written in my first
Scofield Bible: "I do not work my soul to save, that my
Lord hath done; but I will work like any slave for love
of God's dear Son."
"The Lord Jesus entered and passed through Jericho."
He enters today our cities, our homes, and our places of
business. He wants to come in, as He is going by. Have
you let Him in? He wants to come in, and if He comes
in, He will transform your life.
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